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(54) Thermal and shock resistant data recorder assembly 



(57) A thermal and shock resistant data recorder as- 
sembly has an outer container (1) containing an inner 
container (2) which in turn houses one or more data re- 
corder elements (3). The elements (3) which have a thin 
conformal coating thereon are encapsulated in an inner- 
most cavity (4) of the inner container (2) in an Ester wax 
material which absorbs heat when changing from a solid 
to a liquid. An outermost cavity (8) surrounds the inner- 
most cavity (4) in the container (2) and in turn contains 
a first insulating material which gives off water vapour 
when heated to absorb heat. Surrounding the inner con- 
tainer (2) in the outer container (1 ) is a second insulating 
material. The Ester wax material is enabled to leak when 
liquid into the outer container and from thence, if nec- 
essary, to the exterior of the outer container. This per- 
mits pressure equalisation. The first insulating material 
is provided with a fusible material plug which melts un- 
der heat and allows the vapour to escape to the exterior 
of the assembly. 



Fig.3. 
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Description 

This invention relates to a thermal and shock resist- 
ant recorder assembly particularly, but not exclusively 
suitable for use as a crash survivable aircraft flight data 5 
recorder assembly able to withstand the shock of an air- 
craft impact and the heat of any resulting fire with little 
or no damage or loss to the recorded flight data. 

Flight data recorders usually incorporate printed 
electrical cards on which the electronic components are '10 
held in place by electrical solder pads to form integrated 
circuits. Conventionally these printed electrical cards 
are coated with a thin conformai coating of rubber or 
plastics material to protect the soldered joints against 
temperatures which would otherwise cause the solder is 
to melt and the recorded data to be lost. Conventionally 
such printed electrical cards are protected against heat 
in many different ways such as by being. surrounded in 
some manner by a material which changes phase from 
a solid to liquid at a specific temperature to absorb the 20 
heat and thereby protect the printed electrical cards 
against damage. However there is a tendency with con- 
ventional assemblies using this technique for the phase 
change material to exert a wipe-off of shear pressure on 
-the printed electrical cards when liquid sufficient to 2s 
damage the printed electrical cards and in some in- 
stances tear off the connections. Additionally conven- 
tional flight data recorder assemblies which are intend- 
ed to survive an aircraft crash are pressure sealed which 
has the undesirable effect of exacerbating damage by 30 
compression to the printed electrical cards when the 
phase change heat absorbing material melts. 

There is thus a need for a generally improved ther- 
mal and shock resistant data recorder assembly which 
at least minimises the foregoing problems. 35 

According to the present invention there is provided 
a thermal and shock resistant data recorder assembly 
characterised by including an inner container defining 
an innermost cavity containing at least one data record- 
er element encapsulated in an Ester wax material oper- 40 
ative to absorb heat by liquifaction when the tempera- 
ture of the assembly exceeds a specific value and an 
outermost cavity surrounding, but not in communication 
with, the innermost cavity, which outermost cavity con- 
tains a first insulating material operative to absorb heat 45 
by release of water vapour when the temperature of the 
assembly exceeds a specific value ; and an outer con- 
tainer housing in the interior thereof the inner container - 
and a surrounding layer of a second insulating material 
which remains solid when heat is applied to Ihe assem- so 
bly, and which outer container interior is in fluid flow 
communication with the exterior thereof, with the inner- 
most cavity being in fluid flow communication with the 
outer container interior to permit escape thereto of a lim- 
ited amount of the Ester wax material when liquid to min- 55 
imise shear damage to at least one data recorder ele- 
ment, with the innermost cavity being in fluid flow com- 
munication with the outer container exterior via the outer 
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container interior and second insulating material for 
pressure equalisation purposes and with at least one fu- 
sible material plug being provided between the outer- 
most cavity and the outer container interior operative to 
allow fluid flow communication, when the temperature 
of the assembly exceeds a specific value to allow re- 
leased water vapour to escape from the outermost cav- 
ity and outer container interior to the exterior of the outer 
container. 

Preferably the Ester wax material comprises glyc- 
eryl tribehenate and calcium benhenate which changes 
phase from solid to liquid at a temperature in the range 
of from 1 05 to 1 30 degrees C. 

Conveniently the first insulating material is magne- 
sium sulphate. 

Advantageously the second insulating material is a 
combination of fibrous material and particulate matter 
having a low thermal conductivity such as MICRO- 
THERM K (Registered Trade Mark). 

Preferably the inner container is in the form of an 
aluminium box with a removable access cover plate 
through which is a vent to provide said fluid flow com- 
munication. 

Conveniently the innermost container box is com- 
partmented to provide said innermost and outermost 
cavities, with the outer wall bounding the outermost cav- 
ity having at least one aperture therethrough provided 
with said fusible material plug. 

Advantageously the fusible material plug is made 
of an alloy having a melting point of substantially 104 
degrees C: 

Preferably the outer container is in the form of a ti- 
tanium box with a removable access cover plate provid- 
ed with an outlet therethrough for a cable which extends 
from said at least one data recorder through an outlet 
from the inner container, which outer container outlet 
provides the fluid flow communication between the in- 
terior and exterior of the outer container. 

Conveniently the second insulating material is in the 
form of a hollow block with one wall removable to permit 
insertion and removable of the inner container which is 
spring loaded against said removable wall which in turn 
bears on the outer container access cover plate. 

For a better understanding of the present invention, 
and to show how the same may be carried into effect, 
reference will now be made, by way of example, to the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a partially exploded perspective view-of 
an inner container and housed data recorder ele- 
ments forming part of a first embodiment of a ther- 
mal and shock resistant data recorder assembly ac- 
cording to the present invention, 
Figure 2 is a partially exploded perspective view 
taken in the direction A of the container of Figure 1 , 
Figure 3 is a perspective view of part of a thermal 
and shock resistant data recorder assembly ac- 
cording to a first embodiment of the present inven- 
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tion incorporating the container and elements of 
Figures 1 and 2 ; and 

Figure 4 is a diagrammatic exploded perspective of 
view of a thermal and shock resistant data recorder 
assembly of Figures 1 to 3 according to the present 
invention. 

A thermal and shock resistant data recorder assem- 
bly according to the present invention is primarily intend- 
ed for use as a crash protected flight recorder memory 
unit for aircraft. With such an assembly it is necessary 
for it to withstand impact shock and penetrating forces, 
contain thermal insulation to form a thermal barrier 
around an inner data recorder element which must be 
protected from shock loading and provided with thermal 
resistance in the form of a heat absorber. To this end the 
assembly of the present invention basically includes an 
outer container 1 made of impact resistant material 
which is preferably titanium and an inner container 2 
made of heat conductive material such as aluminium or 
aluminium alloy within which at least one data recorder 
element 3 which preferably functions as a memory unit 
is located. To this end the inner container 2 defines an 
innermost cavity 4 which can best be seen from 1 of the 
accompanying drawings which contains at least one da- 
ta recorder element 3. In the illustrated example throe 
such are shown and there can be more than this if re- 
quired. These elements 3 are printed electrical cards on 
which electrical connections are made between compo- 
nents by conventional lead tin solder (approximately 60 
percent lead 40 percent tin) which can withstand a tem- 
perature up to about 180 degrees Centigrade before 
melting. The printed electrical cards forming the ele- 
ments 3 are protected against fluid contamination by the 
use of a thin conformai coating which preferably is a sil- 
icone base coating which does not encapsulate the 
printed electrical cards. The silicone based coating is 
preferably less than 0.5 millimetres in thickness and acts 
to fix the components in place on the cards and ensure 
no movement occurs during vibration when electrical 
solder pads are melted. It also prevents contamination 
of the liquid solder. 

The or each data recorder element 3 is cushioned 
against impact shock and insulated against heat trans- 
fer by being spaced apart, for example as by spacers 5, 
and by being encapsulated in an Ester wax material op- 
erative to absorb heat by liquifaction when the temper- 
ature of the assemblies exceeds a specific value. The 
wax material- is located in the innermost cavity 4 of the 
inner container 2 and locates the elements 3 spaced 
from the walls to provide resistance to shock even if the 
wall defining the innermost cavity 4 should be damaged. 
The Ester wax materia! acting as a thermal insulant and 
heat absorber preferably is composed of glyceryl tribe- 
henate and calcium behenate and is technically known 
as Tribehenin and Calcium Benehate. A suitable Ester 
wax available commercially is sold under the name Syn- 
crowax HRS (Trademark). The Ester wax material ex- 



hibits a phase change from solid to liquid at a tempera- 
ture in the range of from 1 05 to 1 30 degrees Centigrade 
and functions also as a protection against shock load- 
ing. In its liquid state it provides very low shear proper- 

$ ties (low viscosity) over the data recorder elements 3 
and as the wax is fluid before the solder soltens which 
prevents break up of the soldered joints on the elements 
3. This effect is enhanced by the provision of means en- 
abling a controlled amount of the liquid Ester wax ma- 

io terial to escape from the innermost cavity 4 so that the 
expansion of the wax when it changes from solidto liquid 
phase does not exert any pressure on the data recorder 
elements 3 and does not therefore tend to break up the 
soldered joints. To this end a removable access cover 

15 plate 6 which can best be seen in Figures 1 and 2 and 
which is provided to close off the access opening in one 
end of the box-like aluminium inner container 2 has a 
vent 7 provided therethrough to allow at all times com- 
munication between the innermost cavity 4 and the in- 

20 terior of the outer container 1 in which the inner contain- 
er 2 is located. Preferably this vent 7 is a three millimetre 
diameter hole which has the effect of allowing only a 
minimum of liquid wax material to escape in all orienta- 
tions of the assembly by exerting a partial vacuum ef- 

25 fect. When the Ester wax material is solid the 3 mm hole 
forming the vent 7 provides pressure equalisation at up 
to 60 Mega Pascals which is equivalent to immersion of 
the assembly to a depth of 20,000 feet in sea water. 
The inner container 2 also defines between the wall 

30 bounding the innermost cavity 4 and an external wall of 
the container 2 an outermost cavity 8. The outermost 
cavity 8 surrounds the innermost cavity 4 but is not in 
communication therewith and contains a first insulating 
material operative to absorb heat by releasing by re- 

35 lease of water vapour when the temperature of the as- 
sembly exceeds a specific value. Conveniently the first 
insulating material is magnesium sulphate which as the 
formula MgS0 4 7H 2 0. This absorbs heat and changes 
state giving off the retained water as steam over the 

40 range between 104 to 260 degrees Centigrade. The first 
insulating material exhibits endothermic properties as it 
is heated caused by the chemical breakdown of a crys- 
talline .structure containing the water molecules into an 
anhydrous powder. The water thus separated also ab- 

45 sorbs its latent heat of vaporisation as it is boiled off as 
steam. To allow the steam when generated to escape 
from the inner container 2 it is provided with at least one 
and preferably two apertures 9 each having a fusible 
material plug which melts at 104 degrees Centigrade to 

50 allow the steam to escape into the interior of the outer 
container 1 . 

The outer container 1 has in the interior thereof 
around the inner container 2 a layer 10 of a second in- 
sulating material which surrounds the inner container 2. 
55 The layer 10 of the second insulating material remains 
soiidwhen heat is applied to the assembly and is con- 
veniently made of a combination of fibrous material and 
particulate matter having a low thermal conductivity, 
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such as MICROTHERM K (Registered Trademark). The 
outer container interior 8a is in fluid flow communication 
with the exterior thereof via a channel 1V through the 
insulating material 10. The outer container 1 is in the 
form of a titanium box with a removable access cover 5 
plate 12 provided with an outlet therethrough (not 
shown) for a cable 13 which extends from at least one 
of the data recorder elements through an outlet (not 
shown) from the inner container 2. Conveniently the out- 
let from the outer container 1 for the cable 1 3 is provided io 
by the gasket 1 4 connection between the cover plate 1 2 
and the outer container 1 . The cover plate 1 2 is conven- 
iently bolted to the container 1 by bolts 15 and is con- 
nected to the container 1 in a manner such as to provide 
a fluid flow communication between the cover plate 12 75 
and the container 1 sufficient to allow escape of steam, 
and wax it necessary via the channel 11 to the exterior 
of the assembly. Additionally this fluid flow communica- 
tion permits equalisation of pressure between the inner- 
most cavity 4 and exterior of the assembly. Hence the 20 
assembly invention is not pressure sealed to ensure sur- 
vival during deep sea immersion and as such allows the 
ingress of fluids, liquids and gases to ensure pressure 
equalisation within the assembly. 

As can be seen from Figure 3 of the accompanying 25 
drawings the layer 10 of the second insulating material 
is in the form of a hollow block with one wall 10a remov- 
able to permit insertion and removal of the inner con- 
tainer 2 which is spring loaded against the wall 10a by 
a spring 16 which is located between an inner wail 10b 00 
of the second insulating material opposite to the remov- 
able wall 10a and the inner container 2. The container 
2 is thus urged against the wall 10a, which in turn bears 
on the outer container access cover plate. 

Thus the assembly of the present invention is not 35 
externally sealed against the ingress of fluids or contam- 
inants or of pressure so as to ensure pressure equali- 
sation throughout. As at and above the melting point of 
the solder on the data recorder elements the encapsu- 
lation of the Ester wax material becomes a -low shear 40 
fluid which together with the conformal coating on the 
element 3 ensures that the integrated circuits on each 
element 3 do not move at temperatures above the melt- 
ing point of the solder. The conformal coating on the or 
each data recording 3 prevents contamination of the sol- 45 
der when liquid and protects molten solder joints against 
vibration if the temperature should exceed the melting 
temperature of the solder. 



Claims 

1. A thermal and shock resistant data recorder assem- 
bly characterised by including an inner container (2) 
defining an innermost cavity (4) containing at least 
one data recorder element (3) encapsulated in an 
Ester wax material operative to absorb heat by liq- 
uifaction when the temperature of the assembly ex- 



ceeds a specific value and an outermost cavity (8) 
surrounding, but not in communication with, the in- 
nermost cavity (4), which outermost cavity (8) con- 
tains a first insulating material operative to absorb 
heat' by release of water vapour when the temper- 
ature of the assembly exceeds a specific value, and 
an outer container (1) housing in the interior (8a) 
thereof, the inner container (2) and a surrounding 
layer (10) of a second insulating material which re- 
mains solid when heat is applied to the assembly, 
and which outer container interior (8a) is in fluid flow 
communication with the exterior thereof, with the in- 
nermost cavity (4) being in fluid flow communication 
with the outer container interior (8a) to permit es- 
cape thereto of a limited amount of the Ester wax 
material when liquid to minimise shear damage to 
the at least one data recorder element (3), with the 
innermost cavity (4) being in fluid flow communica- 
tion with the outer container exterior via the outer 
container interior (8a) and second insulating mate- 
rial for pressure equalisation purposes and with at 
least one fusible material plug being provided be- 
tween the outermost cavity (8) and the outer con- 
tainer interior (8a) operative to allow fluid flow com- 
munication, when the temperature of the assembly 
exceeds a specific value, to allow released water 
vapour to escape from the outermost cavity (8) and 
outer container interior (8a) tothe exterior of the out- 
er container (1 ). 

2. An assembly according to Claim 1 , in which the Es- 
ter wax material comprises glyceryl tribehenate and 
calcium behenate which changes phase from solid 
to liquid at a temperature in the range from 105 to 
130 degrees Centigrade. 

3. An assembly according to Claim 1 or Claim 2, in 
which the first insulating material is magnesium sul- 
phate. * 

4. An assembly according to any one of Claims 1 to 3, 
in which the second insulating material is a combi- 
nation of fibrous material and particulate matter 
having a low thermal conductivity. 

5. An assembly according to Claim 4, in which the sec- 
ond insulating materia! is MICROTHERM K (Regis- 
tered Trademark). 

6. An assembly according to any one of Claims 1 to 5, 
in which the inner container (2) is in the form of an 
aluminium box with a removable access cover plate 
(6) through which is a vent (7) to provide said fluid 
flow communication. 

7. An assembly according to Claim 6, in which the in- 
nermost container box is compartmented to provide 
said innermost and outermost cavities (4,8), with 
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the outer wall bounding the outermost cavity having 
at least one aperture therethrough provide with said 
fusible material plug. 

8. An assembly according to any one of Claims 1 to 7, 5 
in which the fusible material plug is made of an alloy 
having a melting point of substantially 104 degrees 

C. 

9. An assembly according to any of Claims 1 to 8, in to 
which the outer container (1 ) is in the form of a tita- 
nium box with a removable access cover plate (12) 
provided with an outlet therethrough for a cable (1 3) 
which extends from said at least one data recorder 
element (3), through an outlet from the inner con- ?5 
tainer (2), which outer container outlet provides the 
fluid flow communication between the interior and 
exterior of the outer container (1 ). 

10. An assembly according to Claim 9, in which the sec- 20 
ond insulating material is in the form of a hollow 
block with one wall (1 0a) removable to permit inser- 
tion and removal of the inner container (2) which is 
spring loaded against said removable wall (10a) 
which in turn bears on the outer container access 25 
cover plate (12). 
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